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The cornrnenroration of the dead l-ras this twofolcl

rneaning. A sense of sorrolv: a cemetet'v is sad, it re-

rninds trs of orrr loved ones who ltave passed on. lt
also renrinds us of tlre future, of cleath.

Brrt in this sadness, we bring flowers as a sign of
hope, and also, I rnight say, of celetrratiotr, bttt later

on, not now. And sorrow is rningled with hope.

Btrt we also feel that this ltolte helps tts, ttecattse lve

too rlrust tttake tl'ris jotrrney. All of tts I'ltust tnake

this jotrrney. Sooner or later, with trtore paitr or less,

but everyone rrlust.

Jesrrs was the first to tnake this jotrrne'y. We arc fol-

lowing thc jorrrnev that lte rnade. And it was Jesus

llirnself whcl openecl the door: with the (lross he

opened the door of hope, he opened the door for
us to elrter r,vhere we will contelnplate (locl.

l-et us retrrrn honre today with this tnotilld relrtetlt-

brance: retnetnbrattcc of the past, of ottr loved ones

who have lrassed on, atrcl rertnetnbrance of the ftr-
trrre, of the jotrrrtey that we will make...that certaitt-

tv carne frotn festts'lips: "l will raise hirrt trp at the

last dav." (loltn 6:40)
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